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     COMMODORE’S CABIN  
     Herman Diebler, Commodore 

 
 
 It is with heavy heart that I write 
this note. This month we lost one 
of the mainstays of our 
organization, Gen Mills.  Gen was 
the bright, energetic, selfless and 
pleasant Go To person of SAMI. 
She was part of the DonandGen 

team. This was not a miss type, Don and Gen were 
always thought of as one word. They are what we 
all aspire to as we age. Gen was always young and 
vibrant regardless of her age. We all, including 
Don, wondered how she did it! It has been a great 
loss for Don and a great loss for the SAMI 
community. Gen will always be a warm memory in 
our hearts and minds. Our concern must now focus 
on Don. Let us all keep this young man busy and, 
as a group, help Don keep Sea Plus on the water. I 
am sure Gen will appreciate just this. 
 
Our cruise to Key West went off without a hitch. 
Our Rear Commodore did his normal superb job of 
organizing the event. Despite a rather 
disappointingly small turn out for the cruise, we 
thoroughly enjoyed our stay in Key West and Rich’s 
excellent selection of restaurants. Also, I must say, 
the Martini Bar certainly was up to my 
expectations! This month our cruise is closer to 
home given the advent of summer. It will be to 
Naples. Details will follow. 
 

We all enjoyed our May General Meeting featuring 
Captain John Campbell’s presentation showing 
from his experience, as a Yacht Surveyor, what to 
look for in our own vessels. Our Vice Commodore 
Barbara Fleischer again did an excellent job of 
putting this event together giving us yet another 
good turn out. I can tell you not to miss the June 
General Meeting. There will be free pizza and 
salad plus a very interesting speaker. Don’t miss it! 
 
The Key West Race was dropped and then picked 
up by NSYC, having occurred a week after our Key 
West Cruise. I had heard that our participation was 
somewhat limited but let’s get the real scoop from 
Rick Kirby our Fleet Captain.   

 
 

     ADVICE FROM THE VICE 
Barbara Fleischer,Vice Commodore 

 
A big round of applause goes to our May speaker, 
John Campbell of Campbell Yacht Surveys.  John’s 
in-depth presentation was both fascinating and 
informative.  Thanks, Herman, for finding this 
wonderful speaker for me! 
 
This month’s dinner/meeting is on Thursday, June 
24 at St. Mark’s.  This month's dinner will feature 



 FREE PIZZA & SALAD!   You may 
bring an appetizer or dessert to supplement, along 
with your own plates, utensils, drinks, etc.  As 
usual, social hour will begin at 6:00pm with dinner 
to follow at 7:00pm. 
  
Our June program will feature Scott Rowles, 
President of the Dive N Dog Company in Naples. 
Scott is a very interesting young man.  He had 
started a software company in Atlanta, however, 
subsequent events (9/11) put him out of business.  
So moved to the Virgin Islands where he bought a 
47’ catamaran, which he then sailed to Australia.  
After living in Australia for a while, he returned 
home. Scott sailed with two large Labrador 
Retrievers.  He found it difficult to get the dogs on 
the boat after they returned from their visits to 
shore.  Being a technical type, Scott devised a 
ladder-platform arrangement to get the dogs back 
aboard.  Upon his return home, his mother 
encouraged him to market his ladder.  He took it to 
several boat shows and it was an instant success.  
He formed ‘Dive N Dog’ and greatly expanded his 
product line. His main factory is off Pine Ridge 
Road in Naples.  He also has factories in China 
and Viet Nam.  He is a major supplier of stainless 
products to West Marine and a number of boat 
manufacturers including AB Inflatables, Island 
Packet and Hunter to name a few.  Scott will talk 
about his passage to Australia, his dogs which all 
lead to his Dive N Dog Company.  Be sure to visit 
his website, www.divendog.com, to see his full line 
of stainless steel products.  
  
The cost per person is $8.00.  Please RSVP by 
Tuesday, June 22.  Send in the coupon and check 
to on the last page of this newsletter; email me at 
stepfle@comcast.net or call me at 642-3437.  NO 
REGRETS, PLEASE. 
 
On a final note, we lost a wonderful lady this 
month, our dear, dear Gen Mills.  She was my 
friend, mentor and confidante.  I will always love 
her and miss her.  Don, rest assured that our hearts 
and homes will always be open to you. 

 

CRUISIN’ ABOUT  
Rich Escoffery, Rear Commodore 

 
For our May cruise to Key West we had 5 boats – 
the Cales on Rhapsody, the Dumas’ & friends on 
Kinship, the Linsners & friends on Dot Dun, the 
Dieblers on Grendel & the Escofferys on Dance 
Aweigh.  Travelling by land were the Fleischers.  

Cocktails Friday night were at Conch Harbor 
Marina, dinner Saturday was at Mangoes & lunch 
Sunday was at Latitudes on Sunset Key where we 
were pleased to have Victoria Diebler join us.  We 
were all saddened Sunday to learn of Gen Mills 
passing.  Our thoughts are with Don in his time of 
grief.  After Key West, Rhapsody, Kinship & Dot 
Dun visited the Dry Tortugas on the way home, 
while Grendel spent several nights in Boot Key 
Harbor, Marathon. 
 
Our June cruise will be to Naples/Crayton Cove – 
June 25-27. 
 

AROUND THE MARKS  
Rick Kirby, Fleet Captain 

 
The 2010 spring race season has come to the end 
with last week's race to Key West. It was quite a 
surprise that the traditional race, 
sponsored by Clearwater Yacht Club, was 
cancelled and the new Bone Island Regatta was 
held in it's place. I must say that,at last minute, the 
organizers put together one of the best regattas 
ever!  I am sure we are all looking forward to the 
upcoming fall season, so I will try to update 
everyone on the details 
 

 
2010 OFFICERS 

 
Commodore,  Herman Diebler                        394-1375 

hfdiebler@embarqmail.com  
  

Vice Commodore , Barbara Fleischer            642-3437 
stepfle@comcast.net 

 
Rear Commodore , Richard  Escoffery           775-4634 

escoffery@comcast.net 
 

Fleet Captain, Rick Kirby             642-8315 or 450-1870 
 
Secretary, Lindy Kowalczyk                           389-1333  

lkowalczyk@aol.com 
 

Treasurer, Bill Schroeder                                394-6151 
fathvn@comcast.net 

 
Advertising, Fran Diebler                               394-1375 

hfdiebler@embarqmail.com 
 

Publicity , Rick Nolan                                     394-0430  
nsnolan@comcast.net 



 

Boat US 
SAMI has renewed its Corporate Group 

Membership with Boat US for 2010. Our Group ID 
# is GA81172S. 

This is important to you because you can register or 
renew your membership using this ID for half price 

if you are a member of SAMI. Your cost is just 
$15.00 and you will be good for another year. The 

regular price without this form* is $25. 
 

*Visit the SAMI Website for the application form. 

 

THE SAMI WEBSITE  
 
THE INTENT OF OUR WEBSITE IS TO CREATE AN 
INTERESTING AND INFORMATIVE PLACE TO 
BROWSE FOR ANSWERS TO SOME OF YOUR 
QUESTIONS; LIKE MEETING DATES, CRUISE 
SCHEDULES, RACE SCHEDULES AND ANY OTHER 
BOATING INFORMATION WE THNK YOU NEED TO 
KNOW. 
 
TAKE A LOOK AND MAKE YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
AND/OR INPUT TO 

 STEVE FLEISCHER, , stepfle@comcast.net  
 

 
SPECIAL DEAL FOR SAMI MEMBERS 

 
 

 

 
SAMI Ship’s Store  

Sue Oldershaw 
 
Burgees                                                       $20.00 
License Plates                                                6.00 
Member Lapel Pins                                    3.50 
Blazer Crests                                           35.00 
 

APPAREL AND ACCESSORIES  
 
Men’s Collared Knit Shirt      S-XL             $25.00 
Men’s Collared Knit Shirt w/pocket          28.00 
  S-XL  
Ladies’ Crew Neck Knit shirt    S-XL          20.00 
Men’s & Ladies’ Shirts 
          Size 2XL Add  $4.00       
          Size 3XL  Add  $5.00        
Caps                                                            14.00 
Visors                                                             16.00 
Boaters’ Totes                                             25.00 
Apparel is embroidered with the SAMI 

burgee and name 
TERVIS TUMBLERS 

W/Sami Logo 
12 OUNCE SET OF 4                                       $30.00 
16 OUNCE SET OF 4                                        32.00 
17 OUNCE MUG W/HANDLE SINGLE             10.00 
24 OUNCE SINGLE                                           12.00 
 
 You may select the items you want to purchase 
and email or call in your order to the Ship’s Store 
representative. In order to keep the prices 
reasonable there is a minimum requirement of 12 
items for an order, so delivery of your order will be 
contingent upon receiving that minimum from our 
members.  
 
 The website information will be up in the near 
future.  In the mean time I am temporarily 
“manning” the Ship’s Store and you can contact 
me. at 394-1492 or nfn21976@naples.net 
 
Visit the SAMI website at www.samisailor.com  
for ordering information  

(Coming soon) 

 



 

SAMI IN KEY WEST 
 

 
 

Cocktails at Dante’s Tiki Hut  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lunch at Hog’s Breath Bar  

 
 

Saturday Night Dinner  
 

 
 

Lunch at Sunset Key  
 

 



Dry Tortugas National Park, FL  
Submitted by Jean Linsner 

 
Three boats traveled out to The Dry Tortugas on 
Monday following the SAMI cruise to Key West.  
Rhapsody with MaryLee and Rocky Cale, Kinship with 
Dave and Sandy Dumas and their friends, Beth Ann 
and Steve, and Dot Dun with Marc and Jean Linsner 
and their friends Tom and Linda. 
 
Everyone was invited to gathered on Dot Dun for 
some of the famous ‘Boat Drink’ that Marc made and 
a few snacks.  A very successful happy hour was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
On Tuesday morning at 10 am we met on Dot Dun 
and tied the dinghy’s behind and set out for 
Loggerhead Key.  On arrival we set up beach 
umbrellas, chairs and coolers with lunch and libations 
on the beach.  Some of the group walked the beach 
exploring the lighthouse and grounds. others sat on 
Dot Dun while some snorkeled.  Marc was the tour 
guide for the snorkeling.  We snorkeled a wreck out 
front of the Key and two really nice spots on the west 
side of Loggerhead Key.  Around 4pm, we returned to 
the anchorage at Fort Jefferson.  The corals are 
beautiful with lots of blue fish, yellow stripe fish and 
others.  We also saw one shark after we were done 
snorkeling. 
 
Wednesday, after the morning light rain shower, 
some went to tour Fort Jefferson.  The islands called 
the Dry Tortugas were discovered in 1513 by the 
Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon.  He named them for 
the abundant sea turtles (tortugas is Spanish for sea 
turtles) he found when he first visited the area.  The 
label “dry” comes from the fact that there is no 
available fresh water source. On Garden Key is a pre-
Civil War era Fort made of 16 million bricks.  You can 
read more about the Fort and the Dry Tortugas 
online. 
 
On Thursday morning everyone left for Marco Island.  
It was a really good trip.  If you have never been 
here, you should really go at least once.  It is like 
being in the Caribbean. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THE SAMI WEBSITE  
 
THE INTENT OF OUR WEBSITE IS TO CREATE AN 
INTERESTING AND INFORMATIVE PLACE TO BROWSE 
FOR ANSWERS TO SOME OF YOUR QUESTIONS; LIKE 
MEETING DATES, CRUISE SCHEDULES, RACE 
SCHEDULES AND ANY OTHER BOATING 
INFORMATION WE THNK YOU NEED TO KNOW . 
 
TAKE A LOOK AND MAKE YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
AND/OR INPUT TO 

 STEVE FLEISCHER, , stepfle@comcast.net  
 

 

   



 

 
SAMI SEZ 
756 Pelican Ct. 
Marco Island, FL  34145  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMI 
Pizza/Meeting 

 
Thursday, June 24th 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
 

6:00 PM Cocktails (BYOB) 
7:00PM Dinner 

Name_______________________ 
 

No. People____________@$8.00 
 

Total $_______________________ 
 

RSVP by Tuesday June 22nd  
to 

Barbara Fleischer 
642-3437 

stepfle@comcast.net  
or send to: 

SAMI 
P.O. Box 61 

Marco Island, FL 34146 

2010 
SW Florida Boat-of-the-Year 

events are in black  
 

June  
24          Meeting @ Church, Potluck 
 
25-27     Cruise to Naples/Crayton Cove 
              Hors d”oeuvres/dinner @ 
               Restaurant 
 

July  
 

4             Boat Parade & Picnic 
 
15           Meeting @ Church, Potluck 

August  
 

21            Annual Picnic at Herman  
                Diebler’s home 
 

September  
 

11             Ladies Day Race 
 
18-19        Smokehouse Bay Raft-Off 
 

 

October  
 

2            SAMI Captains Cup 
 
7            Meeting @ Church, Pizza 
 
16         CMCS-Summerset Regatta 
 
21-25     Cruise to Glover Bight 
              Hors d’oeuvres/dinner @ 
              Rumrunners 
 
30-31    NSYC-Commodore’s Cup 
 

November  
 

13-14     MIYC Fall Regatta 
 
18         Birthday Dinner/Dance 

 

 


